Mona Lisa Smiles
Characters

· Nancy Abbey: Housemate with Katherine. Homely and conventional, Nancy is a teacher of etiquette, who has told everyone that her husband died in the South Pacific during the war to cover her sense of shame that he has actually run off with another woman and raised a family. She is typical of the hypocrisy that insists on maintaining a false veneer of respectability to veil an inner emptiness and secrets.
· Amanda Armstrong: She is the school nurse and a lesbian whose female companion teacher died a few years earlier. She also boards in the same house as Katherine. Early in the story, Betty publishes an article revealing that Amanda has been giving free birth control devices to students who request it, resulting in her dismissal at the insistence of the alumni council, which is headed by Betty's mother.
· Bill Dunbar: Handsome Italian teacher who speaks often of his experiences fighting in Italy during the war. Katherine later learns that he never left the USA during the war and has never been to Europe.
· Elizabeth ‘Betty' Warren: Attractive, intelligent, snobbish epitome of the Wellesley girl. Her mother heads the Alumni council. She is married to Spenser earlier in the story. She is one who most fully embraces the traditional ‘American dream' of marriage and she leads the active resistance and opposition to Katherine until her dream collapses when she learns that Spenser is having an affair and her mother asks her to quietly accept the situation. She becomes a convert to Katherine's side.
· Joan Brandwyn: A close friend of Betty who embraces the same dream but less aggressively and insistently, she seeks to follow in Betty's footsteps by marrying Tom Donegal, a friend of Spenser's. Katherine encourages her to apply to Yale law school, where she succeeds in getting admission, but she ultimately declines the offer in order to play the traditional role of housewife to Tom.
· Giselle Levy: Loose and liberal Jewish student who has an active affair with Bill Dunbar and later with a married middle-aged psychiatrist. Giselle is one who rejects conventional morality and refuses to hide what she thinks and does.
· Connie Baker: Shy and lacking confidence, she doubts whether any boy can be attracted to her. When Charlie Stewart begins taking her seriously, Betty incorrectly or intentionally tells Connie that Charlie is engaged to her own cousin and nearly ruins the relationship.
Task 1: How would you define feminism? If you are female can you describe yourself as a feminist? Can males describe themselves as feminists? Do you think that there is still a need for reform for women, or has equality been achieved? Do Katherine Watson’s beliefs define her as a feminist?

Task 2: Traditional and Progressive

Provide an two examples of how these characters were traditional and progressive in their views, beliefs, and or behavior. 
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Task 3: 

Why is education important? Is it (or should it be) a human right to be educated? Imagine you are part of an organization that is to open a new school. What do you think should be part of the curriculum? Should it be strictly academic subjects, or vocational studies? Perhaps there should be practical courses (how to take out a mortgage; how to go on a date etc.). Pick a subject each and try to justify teaching it in your school. 
Task 4: 

In the film Mona Lisa Smile we see the girls being given a lesson in how to prepare dinner for their husband’s boss. 

What does this imply about the expected role of women? T

he subjects that the girls learn at college all seem to be ‘arts’ based: History of Art, Italian and Etiquette. The sciences have traditionally been seen as ‘male’ subjects. 

Why do you think this is? Make two lists: one of subjects that you perceive as ‘female’ and the other as ‘male’. What characteristics make up your idea of ‘female’ and ‘male’?

Task 5: 

When we talk of the hero or heroine of a book, we often mean the main character. In the film Mona Lisa Smile Katherine is the obvious candidate for the title of heroine. How many characteristics of a heroine that you identified does she possess? Can any of the other characters be considered heroines? 

