Original Text: Key Words:

Friends and Fellow Citizens: The period for a new election of a

citizen to administer the executive government of the United States
being not far distant, and the time actually arrived when your

thoughts must be employed in designating the person who is to be
clothed with that important trust, it appears to me proper,

especially as it may conduce to a more distinct expression of the

public voice, that | should now apprise you of the resolution | have
formed, to decline being considered among the number of those

out of whom a choice is to be made...Here, perhaps, | ought to stop.

But a solicitude for your welfare, which cannot end but with my life,
and the apprehension of danger, natural to that solicitude, urge me,

on an occasion like the present, to offer to your solemn
contemplation, and to recommend to your frequent review, some

sentiments which are the result of much reflection, of no
inconsiderable observation, and which appear to me all-important
to the permanency of your felicity as a people.

Summary:

In Your Own Words:
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