Women’s Rights
Why were women denied the right to vote 

Before 1920, women weren't allowed to vote. Only men could! This was because most people believed that women were less intelligent when it came to making a political decision. In the years of 1840-1920 there were many women suffragists. 
1. “Because it is the demand of a minority of women, and the majority of women protest against it.”

· And really, Goodwin argues, women don’t really want the vote anyway.  Goodwin thankfully avoids mentioning many of the offensive characteristics suffragists supposedly possessed.

2.  “Because it is our fathers, brothers, husbands and sons who represent us at the ballot box.  Our fathers and our brothers love us; our husbands are our choice, and one with us; our sons are what WE MAKE THEM.  We are content that they represent us, in the cornfield, on the battlefield and at the ballot box, and we THEM in the schoolroom, at the fireside, and at the cradle, believing our representation even at the ballot box to be thus more full and impartial than it would be were the views of the few who wish suffrage adopted, contrary to the judgement of the many.
· In essence, women are represented in government by those who raised them.  They vote when they choose their husbands and instill their values into their children.   To give a woman the right to vote would be redundant and only subjects their vote to corrupt forces.
There were of course many people who opposed the idea of women’s suffrage.  They were known as the ‘Antis’.   Here are some of the reasons they gave:  
1.   Women would be corrupted by politics and chivalry would die out

2.   If women became involved in politics, they would stop marrying, having children, and the human race would die out
3.   Women were emotional creatures, and incapable of making a sound political decision.

  These reasons may seem ludicrous to us, but at the time were taken seriously by a wide cross-section of women as well as men.
 

- “Women and men have ‘separate spheres’.”

- “Most women do not want the vote.”

- “Women are already represented by their husbands.”

- “It is dangerous to change a system that works.”

- “Women do not fight to defend their country.”
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