
Jigsaw- Federalist Era: Foreign and Domestic conflicts 
Lesson Plan Format 

Amanda O’Brien, North Carolina 
 
Grade Level:  11th grade US History 
 
Lesson Purpose:  Throughout American history, conflicts with other countries have triggered domestic conflicts 

as well.  This lesson will look at the sequence of events caused in America because of the war 
between Great Britain and France.   

 
Lesson Objective:  Students will assess the impact of the diplomatic relationship between the USA, Great 

Britain, and France. 
Performance and Curriculum Standards: 
 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the 
key details and ideas. 
 

Time Frame:   90 minutes  
 
Materials:  Student handouts 

x handouts are meant to be single sided documents (front and back) 
x students receive the handout for the group they will become an “expert” on 

 
Background information: 

This lesson was designed for an eleventh grade, standard US History class, in an urban High 
School in North Carolina.  The population this lesson was designed for faces the challenges 
associated with lower SES schools such as reading below grade level.   
 

Procedures: 
Teacher lead portion: 

x Introduce the situation between Great Britain and France and describe how their actions often left America 
stuck in the middle. 

x Go over key concepts and vocab such as diplomacy, foreign, domestic, impressment, nullification, and 
sedition. 

x Give directions for jigsaw activity 
o Step 1: Students form expert groups to learn about one topic  
o Step 2:  In their expert groups they fill out a teach sheet that assures that every expert is teaching the 

same and correct information. 
o Step 3: Move into new groups.  The experts for each topic will share as the rest of the group takes 

notes. 

Collaborative portion: 
x Split students into mixed ability/learning style groups of no more than three.   
x Assign students one event to become an expert on.  Have students take similar notes on their teach sheet.  

(Give students between 8 and 12 minutes depending on ability level.) 
x Move students to new groups that consist of at least one representative from the other topics.  Have students 

teach each other about their event.  All students should take notes on the back of their sheet.  Use a timer to 
help keep students on track.  (Between 4 and 6 minutes per topic, depending on ability level.) 

o Be sure to go in chronological order of the events: Jay’s Treaty, XYZ Affair, Alien and Sedition Act, 
and Virginia and Kentucky Resolution. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/2/


o If necessary review with students in-between topics or show short video clips to help their 
understanding.  For instance for XYZ affair: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uw0KcA59_8s 

Closure:  
x Give a brief lecture about the Convention of 1800 and the War of 1812 
x Review with students using a sequence chart (see example).  Cold call students and have them fill in the most 

important facts and why it is significant. 
o For instances:   Jay’s Treaty 

+ GB evacuates their Great Lakes’ Forts 
- Does not end impressment 
Result: Avoids war with GB 

x Constructed response: have students respond to the question:  How did the war between GB and France affect 
the USA? Peer review answers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jay’s Treaty  
adapted from “Presidents the Constitution” of the Bill of Rights Program 
 

George Washington knew that he set an example for future Presidents with every act.  His main 
goal was the development of a strong national government that would protect the rights of its people and 
earn international respect. 
 The 1793 war between Britain and France created an urgent problem for the United States 
because of the busy trade system between the US and both Britain and France.  John Jay helped 
negotiate the treaty endings the American Revolution.  Washington called on him again in 1794 to draft 
a new treaty to avoid further conflict with the British.   

When Jay arrived in London in June, 1794, his bargaining position was weak, but he did achieve 
some of his goals.  The treaty itself provided that the British would evacuate the Great Lakes forts that 
they continued to occupy after 1783, and would pay reparations for having seized some US ships.   

However, the treaty left unresolved some of the most important American concerns, including 
recognition of America’s natural trading rights, and the need for a formal commitment to stop the 
impressment of American sailors (seizing them and forcing them to serve for the British.) 

Jay knew the final treaty would stir much controversy at home.  However, as he said in a letter, 
“Further concessions on the part of Great Britain cannot…. Be attained.”  It was the best he could do. 

While Jay’s Treaty did not accomplish some of its important objectives, many of its results were 
noteworthy.  Its most important goal of avoiding war with Britain was met at a time when the US 
probably could not have won.  It provided a way to settle the boundary disputes and evacuate British 
troops from the Great Lakes forts, encouraging westward movement and an economic boom. The Treaty 
also established the President’s role as Chief Diplomat. 
 

Teach Sheet 
Topic  

 
Dates and who is 
involved 

 
 
 
 

Bullet story details  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why is it significant?  
What does it lead to? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Today’s Objective: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



XYZ affair 
The French had helped America beat the British and gain their independence in the American 

Revolution.  So when the French found out about Jay’s Treaty they felt betrayed that America would 
make a deal with Great Britain.  During this time the French also began the practice of impressment 
(kidnapping American sailors off our ships).  These events severely hurt the relationship between the 
USA and France. 

To try to fix the alliance, President Adams sent three American diplomats to France to work 
things out.  When the Americans arrived however the French government refused to talk with them.  
Instead three mysterious men, whom history calls X, Y, and Z tried to bribe the American Diplomats.  
The Americans refused to pay the bribe to speak with the French Government and went home.  President 
Adams said, “I will never send another minister to France without assurances that he will be received, 
respected, and honored, as the representative of a great, free, powerful, and independent nation."   

As word of the XYZ Affair spread through our country, Americans became furious and more and 
more people began to distrust the French.  Our government began preparing for the possibility of war 
with France; this was the beginning of our Navy.  While we never officially went to war over the XYZ 
affair, a quasi-war (quasi means kind of but not really) did start in the Caribbean. From 1798-1800 our 
American ships attacked any French ship that interfered with our trade.  The quasi-war ended with the 
Convention of 1800, when France and America officially ended their alliance with each other.    
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Bullet story details  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why is it significant?  
What does it lead to? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  



Today’s Objective: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Alien and Sedition Acts 
adapted from “Presidents the Constitution” of the Bill of Rights Program  

Many people wanted the US to take sides when France declared war on England.  President 
Washington believed we should steer clear of foreign entanglements, declaring that the US would stay 
neutral.  Our second President, John Adams, also wished to remain neutral.  But with Federalist 
pressuring Adams to support England on one side, and Democratic Republicans urging him to support 
France on the other, it was getting harder for Adams to keep America uninvolved. 
 In 1797, Adams sent diplomats to France to negotiate peace.  France refused to receive the 
diplomats unless they paid a bribe.  The American diplomats left.  The XYZ Affair further increased the 
anti-French sentiment in the US. 
 In June of 1798, the Federalist-controlled Congress took up several bills said to be for national 
security.  These bills required immigrants to wait up to fourteen years (from five) to become citizens and 
vote.  They gave the President more power to deport immigrants.  And they made it a crime to publish 
any “false, scandalous and malicious writing” against the President or Congress.”  John Adams signed 
the Alien and Sedition Acts (as they are known jointly) into law on July 17, 1798.  

Although the laws were national security measures designed to quiet support for the French, they 
were also designed to silence Adam’s political opposition.  Immigrants tended to vote Democratic-
Republican.  Those charged under the Alien and Sedition Acts were Democratic-Republicans. 

The laws were condemned in some states as violating the First Amendment.  The Supreme Court 
was never asked to rule on the constitutionality of the Alien and Sedition Acts.  Though the election of 
1800 was close, Adams’ loss was probably due in part to public reaction to the laws.  The law expired 
on the last day Adams was in office.  Thomas Jefferson, the leader of the Democratic Republicans, 
became the third president. 
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What does it lead to? 
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Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions 
The passage of the Alien and Sedition Acts angered many Americans because the laws made it a 

crime to speak bad about the government and made it harder for immigrants to become US citizens.  
Many people condemned the laws and called them unconstitutional.  While the Supreme Court was 
never asked to determine the constitutionality of the laws, some states took matters into their own hands. 

In 1798 and 1799 two resolutions, known as the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions, were 
drafted by Thomas Jefferson and James Madison (both Democratic-Republicans).  They argued that the 
Alien and Sedition acts were unconstitutional and the states did not have to follow the laws.  This is 
known as the Doctrine of Nullification.  The Doctrine of Nullification said that if states believed a 
federal law to be unconstitutional then they could nullify (void) it.    

The states of Virginia and Kentucky were the only states to present the resolution.  As a result 
the only lasting legacy of the resolution was the Doctrine of Nullification.  This idea of state’s rights 
would be used again in the 1830s by South Carolina in protest to an unpopular tariff and would become 
the argument for the secession of the Southern states during our Civil War.   
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Sequence Chart: Foreign Affairs and Domestic Responses 
 
 Jay’s Treaty: ________ 

__________________________: 1800 
 

__________________________: 1797-1798 

__________________________: 1798 
 

__________________________: 1798 &1799 
 


